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lighter skin tones are more likely to be selected than those 
with darker skin (Harrison 2010; Harrison and Thomas 
2009).

Being Black also exposes one to a string of humiliating, 
frustrating, and sometimes dangerous situations. For 
example, the chances of being pulled over by the police are 
5 times higher for Blacks than Whites in cities as diverse as 
Torrington, Connecticut, and Chicago, Illinois. Moreover, 
despite the overwhelming evidence that Whites are more 
likely to have drugs or illegal materials in their cars, 
Blacks have their cars searched for drugs or contraband far 
more often (LaFraniere and Lehren 2015).

After the recent highly publicized shootings of Black 
men by police, including Michael Brown in Ferguson, 
Missouri, people of all races have gloomier outlooks on 
race relations in the United States. In 2008, two thirds  
of all those surveyed thought race relations in the United 
States were good and improving (Sack and Thee-Brenan 
2015). By 2015, however, a New York Times/CBS News Poll 
indicated that a substantial majority of both Whites and 
Blacks thought race relations were bad, and 40% thought 
they were getting worse. Only 20% thought the racial  
situation in the United States was improving.

Thinking Sociologically
Were you aware of the race-based disparities in 
income and wealth? Why do you think income among 
races differs, even when controlling for education?

Ethnic Groups
Ethnic groups are based on cultural factors: language; reli-
gion; dress; foods; customs; beliefs; values; norms; a shared 
group identity or feeling; and sometimes loyalty to a home-
land, monarch, or religious leader. Members are grouped 
together because they share a common cultural heritage, 
often connected with a national or geographical identity. 
There can be many ethnic groups under one racial category 
(e.g., Black Americans include African immigrants, West 
Indian immigrants, and African Americans). Visits to ethnic 
enclaves in large cities in the United States give a picture of 

Table 8.3  Unemployment Rates for 
Blacks and Whites by Educational 
Level

Education White Black

Less than a high school 
diploma

9.7% 20.5%

High school graduate 6.6% 12.6%

Some college or associate 
degree

5.6%   9.8%

Bachelor’s degree or higher 3.5%   5.7%

Source: Irwin, Miller, and Sanger Katz (2014).

FIGURE 8.2  Wealth Gaps Based on Race Have Grown  
Since the Great Recession
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Source: Kochhar and Fry (2014).




